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“The door to reach two degrees is about to close. In 2017 it will be closed forever,”

Fatih Birol of the International Energy Agency, 2011".

“Even doubling our rate of decarbonisation, would still lead to emissions consistent with six degrees
of warming. To give ourselves a more than 50 chance of avoiding two degrees will require a six-fold
improvement in our rate of decarbonisation,”

PricewaterhouseCoopers, 2012".

“In the face of an absolutely unprecedented emergency, society has no choice but to take dramatic
action to avert a collapse of civilization. Either we will change our ways and build an entirely new
kind of global society, or they will be changed for us,”

Gro Harlem Brundtland et al. 2012".

Below is Climate Justice Taranaki’s views and expectations on New Zealand’s Climate Change Target: Our

contribution to the new international climate change agreement, Ministry for the Environment, 2015,

1.

The discussion document is biased — in favour of current government economic policies. The

document ignores the known costs”"" of not acting now on climate change and the substantial

ix,X, Xi,xii

financial incentives given to the fossil fuel industry, while exaggerating the costs on household
consumption under meagre reduction targets.

New Zealand (NZ) is fully capable of reaching at least a 40% reduction target by 2030, within its
environmental, technological and socio-economic parameters. We ask for this to be NZ’s
contribution®™" —a commitment based on science and ethical grounds.

This target or contribution must be supported by concrete policies and actions.

One of the key policies must be to stop granting new petroleum exploration and mining permits,

ban frackinng,xw,xvu,xvul,xlx
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, and start incentivising sustainable and renewable energy
investments and initiatives.

The discussion document offers no vision and no alternatives to unsustainable agriculture. Its claim
of NZ being “a highly efficient producer” is unfounded, failing to consider the environmental
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impacts and associated economic costs it is causing. The over-emphases on technological fix
(e.g. anti-methane vaccines) and international carbon offsets™ "

and environmental impacts of unsustainable practices.

are NOT solutions to the social
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NZ urgently needs a concrete policy on sustainable agriculture and forestry™" (with financial

incentives) that will achieve a clear emission reduction target, increase carbon sink, break the
dependence on fossil fuels (including natural gas derived urea and nitrogen inhibitors), heal the soil,
clean the waterways and benefit small family farmers.
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NZ urgently needs a comprehensive policy on sustainable transport™", consisting largely of electric

XXXV

public transport, sea, rail and road freight powered by responsible biofuels™", with clear
contribution to emission reduction and energy independence.

NZ urgently needs a complete rewrite of our Energy Strategy (2011-2021), ditching the reliance on
infinite growth and fossil fuels, and committing NZ to 100% renewable electricity by 2025*"*" and

carbon neutral by 2050



“The challenge, then, is not simply that we need to spend a lot of money and change a lot of
polities; it’s that we need to think differently, radically differently, for those changes to be
remotely possible. Right now, the triumph of market logic, with its ethos of domination and fierce
competition, is paralysing almost all serious efforts to respond to climate change. ... For any of this
to change, a worldview will need to rise to the fore that sees nature, other nations, and our own
neighbours not as adversaries, but rather as partners in a grand project of mutual reinvention,”
Naomi Klein, 2014*"",

Climate Justice Taranaki is committed to supporting communities and governments in efforts that truly
address the root causes of climate change, alleviate social injustice and avert the worst impacts of climate
change.

' Climate Justice Taranaki. www.climatejusticetaranaki.info
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