
Taranaki Oil and Gas permits



View from our house prior to 

TAG Oil Cheal-B well site

Source: Sarah Roberts

View from our house TAG Oil 

Cheal-B well site



Taranaki Regional Council discharge consents
“Each of the consent applications were processed on a non-notified basis as Cheal
Petroleum Limited obtained the landowner approvals as an affected party, and the 
Council were satisfied that the environmental effects of the activity would be minor.” 
https://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Documents/Environment/Monitoring-OGdrilling/MR2013-ChealBExplorationWellsite.pdf

https://www.trc.govt.nz/assets/Documents/Environment/Monitoring-OGdrilling/MR2013-ChealBExplorationWellsite.pdf








New Plymouth City -Greymouth Petroleum Moturoa-5 well site Source: Sarah Roberts 

New Plymouth District 



Source: http://www.trc.govt.nz/taranaki-regional-xplorer/

New Plymouth Airport

http://www.trc.govt.nz/taranaki-regional-xplorer/


Todd Energy Mangahewa-D well site Source: Fiona Clark



Todd Energy Mangahewa-C well site Source: Fiona Clark



Todd Energy Mangahewa-A well site Source: Fiona Clark



Source: Sarah Roberts

Inglewood



TAG Oil Cheal-A well site and production station Source: Sarah Roberts 

Stratford District



TAG Oil Cheal-C well site Source: Sarah Roberts



New Zealand Energy Corporation Copper-Moki well site Source: Sarah Roberts



Flare at Copper-Moki well site Source: Sarah Roberts



Kapuni Production Station and Vector Gas Treatment Plant (First Gas) Source: Sarah Roberts

South Taranaki District



http://www.pce.parliament.nz/media/pdfs/PCE-OilGas-web.pdf

http://www.pce.parliament.nz/media/pdfs/PCE-OilGas-web.pdf




www.taranakienrgywatch.org.nz



Dangerous Occurrences and Notifiable Incidents 
High Hazard Unit

• “Dangerous occurrences and notifiable incidents are notified to the High 
Hazard Unit in accordance with Regulations… Dangerous occurrences and 
notifiable incidents include events such as uncontrolled releases of 
hydrocarbon vapour or petroleum liquids, damage to safety-critical 
equipment, unplanned events that require the installation emergency 
response plan to be implemented and other events that require an 
immediate investigation by the operator”. High Hazard Unit (OIA, 13 
January 2017)

• The High Hazard recorded 60 self-reported dangerous occurrences 
(notifiable incidents) in the oil and gas industry from November 2016 to 
November 2017- 38 of these were onshore.  Between July 2013 and 
November 2017 there were 285 in total- 123 were offshore; 162 occurred 
at onshore installations.

http://www.worksafe.govt.nz/worksafe/about/what-we-do/high-hazards

http://www.worksafe.govt.nz/worksafe/about/what-we-do/high-hazards




Petroleum prospecting- seismic surveys using explosives
• Undetonated explosives in seismic surveys can happen on 

average 1% of the time. 
• There were 24,000 charges set in the Shell Todd Kapuni seismic 

survey in the South Taranaki and Stratford districts. 
• Some of these explosives did not detonate.
• The Council proposed a continuation of  permitting the use of 

explosives with no oversight. TEW and PEPANZ engaged 
independent explosives experts who gave evidence for standards 
providing protection for landowners. This is with the 
Environment Court.



Taranaki Energy Watch appeal to Environment Court 
and interim findings on risk







Taranaki Energy Watch appeal to Environment Court 
and interim findings on air





https://environmentcourt.govt.nz/assets/Documents/Publications/2018-NZEnvC-227-Taranaki-Energy-Watch-Incorporated-v-South-Taranaki-District-Council.pdf

https://environmentcourt.govt.nz/assets/Documents/Publications/2018-NZEnvC-227-Taranaki-Energy-Watch-Incorporated-v-South-Taranaki-District-Council.pdf


Landowners Rights under the CMA 1991
http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1991/0070/latest/DLM242536.html

• A permit does not give the permit holder the right to go on to land 

covered by the permit. Before they can start work they must arrange 

access to the land in the permit with the landowner or the tenant.

• This can be denied and arbitration sought.

• The final decision is with the Governor General. This has never happened.

• There are people including farmers in Taranaki and the East Coast 

(Gisborne, Hawkes Bay, Tararua) of the North Island who have refused 

access to the oil and gas companies and effectively ‘locked the gate’ to 

their land and their road.

http://www.legislation.govt.nz/act/public/1991/0070/latest/DLM242536.html

