Regional Hydrogen Transition Draft Technical Design Paper
Climate Justice Taranaki submission, September 2023

Introduction

Climate Justice Taranaki (CIT)! is a community group dedicated to environmental sustainability and social
justice. This includes issues of inter-generational equity, notably in relation to climate change, which will
increasingly impact present and future generations’ inalienable rights to safe water, food and shelter,
crucial to sustaining livelihoods and quality of life. Composed of a broad range of people with varied
expertise and life experiences, CIT has engaged respectfully with government on numerous occasions.

CJT has submitted on numerous consultation papers relating to energy and in particular Hydrogen (October
2019)2. CJT was unaware of the release of the Regional Hydrogen Transition Draft Technical Design Paper®
until late on the closing date of 10 September. We have since requested an extension on the submission
deadline and seek to have this considered in full.

Process and Partnership

Based in Taranaki, our group has been researching and campaigning on a just and sustainable transition off
fossil fuels for our region for over 13 years now. Our members have first-hand experience with the fossil
fuel and petrochemical industries and contributed numerous volunteer hours in the Taranaki 2050
Roadmap process. Clearly, we constitute a considerable, ‘interested stakeholder’ to the direction and
design of the current Regional Hydrogen Transition programme. Yet we were not alerted of this
consultation. From our perspective, the claim that “Partnership is at the core of the Government’s approach
to just transition” is an over exaggeration, at least with respect to the community sector (Draft paper p.4).

A hydrogen economy subsidised by government rebates

We do not support the development of a hydrogen economy as part of a just transition, because of the
inherently negative energy return on energy investment, and the risks both in terms of human safety and
global heating as leaked hydrogen reacts with several greenhouse gases including methane®.

As warned by the Parliamentary Commissioner for the Environment (PCE) in March 2022° and then in
January 20235, the push for green hydrogen carries with it opportunity costs that need to be assessed
under a whole energy system analysis, or else we risk derailing Aotearoa New Zealand’s decarbonisation
pathway. In June 2023, the Commissioner released a modelling report which showed Southern Green
Hydrogen as the poorest performing pathways across a range of indicators, including high residential
electricity prices and supply risk; i.e. “the social benefits of this pathway do not outweigh the costs...” (PCE,
June 2023)’.

The Commissioner also reflected on the ‘Think Big’ era following the oil shocks of the 1970s: “Many of
those investments were controversial, some of them proved to be extremely costly, All of them had system-
wide consequences that created a path dependency from which New Zealand must now extricate itself. The
absence of publicly available information to expose the ‘Think Big’ era projects to proper scrutiny was widely
lamented at the time. Today’s decarbonisation challenge is every bit as significant, and the scale of
investment required even greater. We are already seeing significant public subsidies being extended to
technologies that are claimed to be part of the future...” The proposed rebate for hydrogen users is exactly
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that — a subsidy to fuel an energy sector at the expense of an efficient and equitable energy transition,
being rushed ahead by government and industries without proper scrutiny.

We are strongly opposed to making so-called green hydrogen for export, and therefore support the
proposal to exclude the export of hydrogen from rebates (Draft paper p.7).

For Taranaki, the push for green hydrogen is largely focussed on replacing fossil gas with hydrogen in the
production of urea fertiliser which fuels and prolongs the harms of industrial agriculture on our climate, the
health of our waterways and wellbeing of farmers and rural communities. The use of hydrogen for trucking
also largely serves the industrial agriculture system, and it is far more energy and cost inefficient when
compared with a combination of long-haul rail and electric trucks®.

The creation of a hydrogen economy requires vastly over-building renewable energy capacity, such as
massive offshore windfarms which are now being fast-tracked®, despite the paucity of environmental and
species data needed to conduct robust impact assessments®®. The threats on our marine biodiversity,
taonga and ecosystems cannot be ignored, nor can the other planetary boundaries that we have already
breached and causing far-reaching environmental injustice across the globe!!. The development of
renewable energy is far from harmless or infinite!?, and cannot be expected to support the level of
economic activities enabled by fossil fuels®?, let alone meet the demands of economic growth.

Conclusion

It is far wiser to invest in energy reduction, energy efficiency and truly sustainable renewable energy
production while shutting down polluting industries. We need a degrowth* economy with thriving, healthy
community-focussed industry, not more extraction from an already wasted planet and struggling
communities.

Please find a link to our Toita Taranaki 2030 transition plan®® to read as part of our submission.
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